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GUIDELINES FOR PHD PROPOSAL PREPARATION
All ACEIoT PhD candidates are required to make a research proposal presentation to the doctorate committee that includes Main Supervisor, Internal/External Expert from Academic Institutions, External expert from Industry/ Research Institutions Resident Co-Supervisor (Convenor) and Director of ACEIoT / Head of PhD Studies of ACEIoT. 

 The presentation must be based on a written research proposal (see below) which must be submitted to the Supervisory team and the PhD Coordinator before the seminar is given.  The purpose of this presentation is to confirm that the candidate is appropriately prepared to carry out studies leading to a PhD degree. This will best be done by demonstrating:

· an adequate understanding of the current literature in the field, 

· a clear definition of the problem to be addressed focusing on the developmental priorities of the region and the key questions to be addressed in that context.
· a clear knowledge of the experimental procedures to be used and the methodology to be used in analyzing the results.
The proposal should be presented within 3 months from the PhD studies registration date.

The proposal should be approximately 20 pages long description.  The following subheadings are to be followed. 
Working Title

The current proposed title of the research. But make sure to include important ‘key words’ that will relate your proposal to relevant potential supervisors, funding schemes and so on.
Abstract/Summary of the proposal

A brief summary of the research to be undertaken, written in non-technical language so that a non-specialist in the discipline will know what the proposal involves. Summarize the aims, significance and expected outcomes of the research.
Background and Significance

Provide the background of the problem and its significance. In this section, you should justify the research from a review of literature on the topic: discuss the texts which you believe are most important to the proposal, demonstrate your understanding of the research issues, and identify existing gaps in the literature that the research is intended to address.
Problem Statement

State the Real problem you want to address and how your research work will help to find a solution to it.  

Research Question(s)

Clearly state the research question(s). The major approach (es) you will take (conceptual, theoretical, as appropriate) and rationale. The research question should be clear and focused and summarizes the issue you will investigate.

Aims/Objectives of the research
What do you want to know, prove, demonstrate, analyze, test, investigate or examine?  List your aims in a logical sequence.

Literature/Past Research Review

A summary of the literature you have reviewed which will provide the context in which the research is to be undertaken.  This should include a brief account of how the proposed project relates to existing knowledge and literature within the appropriate field.
Main Research Work

Provide the solution that you are proposing to solve the mentioned problem including tools, methods, techniques that you will use. The solution should be explained clearly with technical terms. You do not need to have full details of the methods you will use to answer your research questions but you need to demonstrate that you have already given some thought about how you will do things.  

The important thing is to anticipate the methods you will use to achieve the project aims and to show that your project is feasible in the time period available.
Resources and Budget

Indicate what resources (if any) you will need to complete your research which are over and above those that are readily available in the library, computer centre, laboratories etc. Indicate a planned budget for your research. 
Timetable for Completion or Research Work-Plan

Provide an outline of the major activities required to complete your research and write up your thesis/dissertation (including activities already completed or partially completed), and indicate the date by which you expect to complete each activity.

References

A list of sources referred to in the proposal. Be sure to reference texts and resources that you think will play a large role in your analysis, in addition to your planned readings. Referencing style should be in IEEE referencing format.
